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TIT 7 HEREAS all government ought to be inſtitu- 


5 ted and ſupported for the ſecurity and protecti- 
909m of the community as ſuch, and to enable 
the individuals who compoſe it to enjoy their natural 
Tights, and the other bleſſings which the author of ex- 
iſtence hag beſtowed upon man; and whenever thoſe 
Front ends of government are not obtained, the people 
| have a right by common conſent to change it, and take 
ſuch we as to them may appear neceſſary to pro- 
mote their ſafety and happineſs. A 
AND whereas the inhabitants of this State have, (in 
conſideration of protection only) heretofore acknow- 
ledged allegiance to the King of Great Britain, and the 
ſaid King has not only withdrawn that protection, but 
commeneed and ſtill continues to carry on, with una. 
dated vengeance, a moſt.cruel and unjuſt war againſ} | 
dem; employing cherein not only the troops of Great. 
| 1 SSSCFFPVV GIO 
Fo | | 
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f 


- tenth command, covet thoſe very lands; and by a falſe - 


A 


[ | : 
( 4 3 
"vo . + 
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for the avowed purpofe of reducing them to a total 
and abject ſubmiſſion to the deſpotic domination of the 
Britiſh parliament, . with many other acts of tyranny, 
(more fully ſet forth in the declaration of Congreſs) 
whereby all allegiance and fealty to the ſaid King and 
his ſucceſſors, are diſſolved and at an end; and all 
power and authority derived from him ceaſed in the 
American colonies. 8 . 


\ : 


15 


Au whereas the territory which now comprehends | 


the State of Vermont, did antecedently of right belong 


to the government of New Hompfpire; and the former 
Governor thereof, viz. his Excellency Renning Went. 
worth, Eſq; granted many charters of lands and corpo- 


rations within thrs State to the preſent inhabitants and 


others. And whereas the late Lieutenant-Goyernor 


Celden of New-York, with others, did, in violation of the 


repreſentation made to the court of Great-Britain, (in 
the year 1764, that for the convenience of trade and 


of being annexed to that government,) obtained juriſ- 
diction of thoſe very identical lands ex- parte, which ever 
was and is diſagreeable to the inhabitants. And 
whereas the legiſlature of New-York, ever have and ſtill 
continue to diſawn the good people of this State, in 


their landed property, which will appear in the com- 


Plaints hereafter inferted, and in the g6th ſection of 


their-preſent conſtitution, in which is eftabliſhed the 


grants of land made by that government. h 


adminiſtration of ſaſtice, the inhabitants were deſirous | 


Britain, hut Foreign mereenaries, ſavages and flaves, 


FTuxx have refuſed to make re. grants of our lands to 
the original proprietors and occupants, unleſs at the ex- 


orbitant rate gf 2300 dollars fees for each townſhip, 


and did enhance the quit- rent three fold, and demanded 
an immediate delivery of the title derived before from 
New- Hampfhore. „„ On, PRO | 


. Taz judges of their ſupreme court have 


made 'a ſo- 5 


en 


| publicly to appear in defence of their juſt ___ " 


of Great Britain. . | . 


lemn nn that the chartert, conveyances, &ec, 


of the lands included in the-bef6re deſcribed 
were utterly null and void, on which faid title was 


founded. In conſequence of which declaration writs 
of poſſeſſion have been by them iſſued and che ſheriff 


of the county of Albany ſent at the head of fix or ſeven 
hundred men, to inforce the execution thereof. 


Try have paſſed an act, annexing a penalty thereto, 
of thirty pounds fine and ln months impriſonment on 
any perſon who ſhould refuſe aſſiſting the ſheriff, after 


being requeſted for the purpoſe of executing , writs of 
poſſeſſion. 


FuE Governors Dunmore, Tryon and Can have 
made re-grants of ſeveral tracts of land included in the 


emiſes, to certain favorite land jobbers in che 
vernment of New- York, in direct violation of his 
tannic majeſty's expreſs prohibition, in the year 170. 

Tary have iſſued proclamations, wherein they have 


offered large ſums of money for the purpoſe of kg. 


hending thoſe very perſons who have dared OY 


Tax did paſs twelve acts of outlawsy on 
day of March, A. D: 1774, impowenl oy ps oe nes 
judges of their ſupreme court to awa 


death againſt thoſe inhabitants in ſaid diſtrict, | That — 


ſhould judge to be offenders, without trial. 
Tux v have and {till continue an unjuſt claim deo chose 


lands, which greatly retards EM ittO, . and the 


ſettlement of this State. 

They. have hired foreign troops, e 
Scotland, at two different times, Soul 2 a, 
drive us out of poſſeſſion. 


Tazy have ſent the Lage on * frontiers LY 


diſtreſs us. | 
Trey have de to erect the Lewe ef cum. 


berland and Gloceſter, and eſtabliſh courts af juſtie 


there, after they were \diſcountenanced by the amariy/ 
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„ 
Tu free Convention of the State of New-York, at 
Harlem, in the year 1776, unanimouſly voted, ** Thar 
* all quit: rents formerly, due to the King of Great- 
„ Britain, are now due and owing to this Convention, 
sor ſuch future government as ſhall be hereafter eſta · 3 
& hliſhed in this Srate.” : 

Ix the ſeveral ſtages of the eforefuld oppreſſions we 
have petitioned his Britannic majeſty in the moſt hum- 
ble manner for redreſs, and have at very great expence, 
received ſeveral reports in our favor; and in other in- 
ſtances wherein we have petitioned the late legiſlative 
authority of New-York, thoſe petitions have been treated 
with neglect. 

Aud whereas the local fieqacion of this State from 
New-York, at the extream part is upward of four hun- 
dred and fifty miles from the ſeat of that government, 
renders it extream difficult to continue under the juriſ- 
diction of ſaid State. ; | 
TnFRETORE it is abſolutely neceſſary, for the welfare 
and ſafety of the inhabitants of this State, that it ſhould 
be henceforth a free and independent State, and that a 
juſt, permanent and proper form of government, ſhould 

ex in it, derived from, and founded on the authorit 
of the people only, agreeable to the direction of the 2 
nourable American Congteſs. | 
Wi the repreſentatives of the freemen of Permont, in 
| General Convention met, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
forming ſuoh a government; confefling the goodneſs 
of the Great en of the univerſe (who alone 
knows to what degree of earthly happineſs mankind 
may attain by perfecting the arts of government) in 
permitting the prople of this State by common con- 
ſent, and without violence, deliberately to form for 
themſelves, ſuch juſt rules as they ſhall think belt for 
governing their future ſociety, and being fully convinc- 
ed that it is our indiſpenſible duty, to eſtabliſh ſuch 
original Principles of government, 4 as will beſt Ne man 


2 A. I SY ** 8 


the general happineſs of the people of this State, and 
their poſterity, and provide for future improvements, 


without partiality for, or prejudice againſt any parti- 


cular claſs, ſet, or denomination of men whatever, 
do, by virtue of authority veſted in us, by our conſti- 
tuents, ordain, declare, and eſtabliſh, ' the following 
declaration of rights, and trame of government, to be 


the Cox sT ITT ION of this CCMMONWEALTH, and to 
remain in force therein forever unaltered, except in 
ſuch articles, as ſhall hereafter on experience be found 
to require improvement, and which ſhall by the ſame 


authority of the people, fairly delegated, as this frame 
of government directs, be amended or improved, for 
the more effectual obtaining and ſecuring the great epd 


and deſign of all government, herein betore mentioned. 


(SDN AGRA 


"EMAPTER L 


A DECLARATION of the RIGHTS of the In- 


HABITANTS of the SrArE of VERMONT, 


I. HAT all men are born equally free and inde- 


pendent, and have certain natural, inherent 


and unalienable rights, amongſt which are the enjoying 


and detending lite and liberty; acquiring, poſſeſſing 
and protecting property, and purſuing and obtaining 
happineſs and ſafety. Therefore, no male perſon, born 
in this country, or brought from over ſea, ought to be 


holden by law to ſerve any perſon as a ſervant, ſlave or 


apprentice, after he arrives to the age of twenty-one 

years, nor female in like manner, after ſne arrives to the 
- 7 * . 

age of eighteen years, unleſs they are bound by their 


own conſent after they arrive to ſuch age, or bound by | 


law for the payment of debts, damages, fines, colts, or 


the like, 2. Trar _ 


? 
a; 
»| 

: 


- + + 


2. Trar private property-ought to be ſubſervient 
| 2 to public uſes when neceſticy requires it; nevertheleſs, 
2 whenever any particular mans property is taken for 
' the uſe of the public, the owner ought to receive an 
5 Equivalent in money, = 


= p . 
Y 2 - 4 
2 117 


Tur all men have a natural and vnalienable 

1 right to worſhip A M Gop according to the dic 

LS tates of their own conſciences and underſtanding, re- 

| þ . a . a N , | J. 7 N 
gulated by the Word of Gon, and that no man ought, 

5 or of right can be compelled to attend any religious 

| * : = — t ; 1 . 

—_ worſhip, or erect, or ſupport any. place of. worthip, or | 

= | maintain any miniſter contrary to the dictates of his 


*  eonfcience; nor can any man who profeſſes the proteſ- 
tant religion, be juiily-deprived or abridged of any civil 0 
Tight, as a citizen, on *ccount of his religious ſenti- 
ment, or peculiar mode of religious warſhip, and that 
no authority can, or ought to be veſted in, or aſſumed 
by; any power whatſoever, that ffiall in any caſe inter- 
fere with, or in any manner controul the righ's of com 
ſcience, in the free exerciſe of religious worſhip ; ne- 
vertheleſs every ſect or denomination of people ought to 
bſerve the Sabbath, or the Lord's day, ard kcep up and 
ſupport ſome ſort of religious worſhip, which to them 
ſhall ſeem moſt agreeable to the revealed will of Goo. 

438. Tuar the people of this State have the ſole, ex- 
cluſive and inherent right of governing and regulating 
the internal police of · the ſame. 3 os 

5, Tax all power being originally inherent in, and 
conſequently derived from, the people; therefore all 
officers of government, whether. legiſlative or executive, 

BF are their truſtees and ſe. vants, and at all times account- 

| able to them. | | 

| 6. THAT government is, or ought. to be, inſtituted 
for the common benefit, protection, and ſecurity of the 

people, nation or community; and not for the parti» 
cular emolument or advantage of any ſingle man, fa- 
mily or ſet of men, who are à part only of chat commu - 
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| pity ; and that the community hath an ifidubitable; =_ 
= unalienable and indefeaſible right to reform, alter, or 
for aboliſh government in ſuch manner as ſhall be by chat \ 
6 community judged moſt conduſive to the public weal, — 
mM 7. THaT thoſe who are employed in the legiſlative i 
I'D 2 and executive buſineſs of the State may be reſtrai - a 
5 from oppreſſion, the people haye a fight, at ſuch peri- 4 
In. ods as they may think proper, to reduce their public * 
Proj officers to a private ſtation, and ſupply the vacancies ji 
9 by certain and regular elect ions, 1 1 | "vj 
on 8. THar all elections ought to be free; and that al! 0 
WM freemen having a ſufficient evident common interef! ._ 
5 with, and attachinent to the community, have à right = 
, to e ect officers, or be elected into office, ; r 
” 9. THarT every member of ſociety hath a right tobe = 
. protected in the enjoy ment of life, liberty and property,, 
= : and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion to- 
5 wards the expence of that protection, and yield his per- 
wy ſonal ſervice, when neceſſary, or an equivolent there- 
* to; but no part of a man's property can be juſtly taken 
K from him, or applied to public-uſes; without his own 
8 conſent, or that of his legal repreſentatives; nor can 
* any man who is conſcientiouſly ſcrupulous of bearing 
m arms, be juſtly compelled thereto, it he will pay ſuc 


equivolent; nor are the people bound by any law, but 

ke ſuch as they have in like manner aſſented to, for their 
8 common good. 8 3 WH | . 
4 10. Tg in all proſecutions for criminal offences, a 
fi man hath a right to be heard by himſelf and his coun- 
5 ſel. - to demand the cauſe ard nature of his accuſation 
y ---to be confronted With the-1- tneſſes. to call for evi- 
; dence in his favour, and a ſpeedy public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the country, without the unanimous 
conſent of which jury he cannot be ſound guilty ;| nor 
can he be compelled to give evidence againft, himſelf 3 
nor can any man be juſtly deprived of his liberty, ex- 
cept by the laws of the land or thejudgment of his peers. 
I 4 11, THAT 
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11, Twar the people have a rightto hold themſelves, 
their houſes, papers and poſſeſſions free from ſearch or 
ſeizure; and therefore warrants without oaths or affirma- 


tions firſt made, affording a ſufficient foundation for 


them, and whereby any officer or meſſenger may be 
commanded or required to ſearch ſuſpectedplaces, or to 


ſieze any perſon or perſons, his her or their property, not 


particularly deſcribed, are contrary to chat right, and 


ought not to be granted. 

12. THAT no warrant or writ to urch the perſon 
or eſtate, of any. freeholder within this State, ſhall be 
iſſued in civil action without the perſon or perſons, 
who may requeſt ſuch warrant or attachment, firſt 


make oath, or affirm before the authority, who may be 


requeſted to iſſue the ſame, that he, or they, are in 


danger of looſing his, her, or their debts. 


13. THAT in controverſies reſpecting property, and 
in ſuits between man and man, the parties have a right 
to a trial by jury, which ought to be held ſacred. -/ 

14. Thar the people have a right to freedom of 


| ſpeech, and of writing, and publiſhing their ſentiments; - 
therefore the freedom of the preſs ought not to be 


reſtrained. 

15. Thar the people have a right to bear arms 
for the defence of themſelves and the State; and as 
ſtandir.g arnics, in the time of peace, are dangerous to 
liberty, they ought not to be kept up; And that the 
military ſhould be kept under ſtrict ſubordination to, 
and governed by, the civil power. 

16. Trar fre quent recurrence to fundamental prin- 
ciples, and a futn adherence to juſtice, moderation, 
temperance, induſtry and frugality, are abſolutely ne- 
Ceſſary to reſerve the bleſſings of liberty, and keep 
government free: The people ought therefore to pay 
particular attention to theſe points in the choice of offi- 
cers and repreſentatives, and have a right to exact a due 
and nn. regard to them, from their legiſlators and 


F | magiſtrates | 


in 


* 


magiſtrates in the making and executing ſuch laws as 


are neceſſary for the good government of "the State. 
17. THaT all peaple have a natural and inherent 
right to emigrate from one State to another that will 


repaid them; or to form a new State in vacant coun- 


tries, or in ſuch count ies 2 they can purchaſe, when= 
ever they think that thereby they can promote their 


* 


own happineſs. 
18, THAT the people have a right to aſſemble toge. 


ther, to ceniult for their common god to inftrutct 


their repreſentatives, and to apply to the legiſlature for 


redreſs of grievances, by addreſs, petition or remon- 
ſtrance. 


19. THar no perſon hal] be lia le to be t anſported 
out of this State for trial, for any offence committed | 


within this State. 8 


Air r ER 
PLAN ox FRAME or GOVERNMENT: 


rise 


T U E COMMON. WEALTH or STATE of 
VERMONT, ſhall be governed hereafter by a 


Governor, Deputy Governor, Council, and an Aſſem- 
bly of the Repreſentatives of the. Freemen ” the lame, 


in manner and form following. 
S a +31 0 N. I. | 
Tur ſupreme legiſlative power ſhall be veited in a 
Houte of Repreſentatives of the Freemen or Cummony 


Wealth or Stareof Vermont. 


r N II. 
Tax ſupreme executive Power fall be veſted in a 


Governor and Goyacil. 1 SECTION 


0 IIS, . 


3 F e po 0 N IV. 

Covnrs of juſtice ſhall be eſtabliſhed i in Frery © coun- | 
fy in this State. 

FEC TIS N 1 © 

Tux freemen of this Commonwealth, and their ſons, 
ſhall be trained and armed for its defence, under ſuch 
regulations, reſtrictions and exceptions as the General 
Aſſembly ſhall by law direct, preſerving always to the 
people the right of chooſing their colonels of militia, 
and all commiſſioned officers under that rank, in ſuch 

manner and as often as by the ſaid laws ſhall be directed. 
| . VL, 
| Every man of the full age of twenty-one years, hav- 

ing reſided in this State for the ſpace of one whole 
year next before the election of repreſentatives, and is 
of a quiet and peaceable behaviour, and will take the 
following oath (or affirmation) ſhall be entitled to all 
the privileges of a freeman of this State. 

] ———— —— ſolemnly fwear by the ever-living God, 
(or affirm) in preſence of Almighty God, that whenever 1 
am called to give my vote or. ſuffrage, touching. any matier 
that concerns the State of Vermont, will do it ſo as in my 
conſcience 1 ſhall judge will miſt conduce ta the beſt good of the 
fame, as eſtabliſhed by the conſtitution, without fear or favor 
of any man. 

S E C T © N VI. 

Tur Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Freemen of this 
State ſhall conſiſt of perſans moſt noted for wiſdom 
and virtue, to be choſen by the freemen of every town 
in this State reſpectively. And no foreigner ſhall be 
choſen, unleſs he has reſided in the town for which he 
ſh-11 be elected, one year immediately before the ſaid 
election. 

KK E ION TW 

Tux members of the Houle of Repreſentatives, Hall 

be choſen annually by ballot, by the freemen of this 


State on 2 the e e tue a of a ber forever, N 
abs 


(' 3 3 
this preſent year) and ſhall meer on the ſecond thurſday 
of the ſucceeding October, and ſhall be ſtiled the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the Repreſentatives of the Freemen 
of Vermon ; and ſhall have power to chooſe their Spea- 
ker, Secretary of the State, theirClerk, and other ne- 
ceſſary officers of the houſe---fit on their own adjourn- 
ments---prepare bills and enact them into laws---judge 


of the elections and qualifications of their own members 
- they may expel a member, but not a ſecond time for 
the ſame cauſe- They may adminiſter oaths (or affir- 


mations) on examination of witneſſes---redreſs grievan- 
ces---impeach State criminals---grant charters of incor- 
Qoration---conſtitute towns, boroughs, cities and coun- 
ties, and ſhall have all other powers neceſſary for the 
legiflature of a free State : But they ſhall have no 
power to add to, alter, aboliſh or infringe any part of 


this conſtitution, And for this preſent year the mem- 


bers of the General Aſſembly ſhall be choſen on the 
firſt Tueſday of March next, and ſhall meet at the 
meeting-houſe in Windſor, on the ſecond Thurſday of 
March next. RS 
| TT ECT 1 0 Mn 
A qQuoRUM of the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall con- 
fiſt of two thirds of the whole number of members 
elected; and having met and choſen their ſpeaker, ſhall 
each of them before they proceed to buſineſs, take and 
ſubſcribe as well the oath of fidelity a- d allegiance here- 
in after directed, as the following oath or affirmation, 
VIZ. = | 


1 do ſolemnly fwear by the ever-living 


God, (or I do ſolemnly affirm in the preſence of Almighty 
God) that as a member of this afſembly, I will not propoſe 
or aſſent to any bill, vote, or reſolution, which ſhall appear 
10 me injurious to the people; nor do or conſent #0 any at} or 
thing whatever that ſhall have a tendency to leſſen or abriage 
bheir rights and privileges, as declared in the Conſtitution of 
his State z, but will in ell things canduf? myſelf as a faith 
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Soneſt repreſentative and guardian of the people, according ts 
zbe beſt of my ug rient and abilities. 

Aub each member, before he takes his ſeat, ſhall 


make and ſubſcribe the following declaration, viz. 
Ido believe in one God, the Creator and Governor of the. 
uni verje. the rew:rder of tbe good and puniſver of the wicked. 


And I do ackAo/cage the ſcriptures of the old and new tefta- 
ment to be g ven by divine inſpiration, and own and profeſs 


tbe proteſtant religion. 
AND. no thor or other religious teſt ſhall ever 


hereafter be required . any civil officer or magiſtrate 


in this State. 
EEC T 0 N X. 


Der=carEs to repreſent this State in Congreſs ſhall 


be choſen by ballot by the future General Aſſembly at 


their firſt meeting, and Innually forever afterward, as 
long as ſuch repreſentation ſhall be neceſſary. Any 
Delegate may be ſuperceeded at any time, by the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly appointing another in his ſtead, No 
man ſhall fit in Congrels longer than two years ſucceſ- 
ſively, nor be capable of re. election for three years af- 


terwards ; and no perſon who holds any office in the 
gift of the congrels, ſhall thereafter be elected to Hue: 4 


ſent this State in Congreſs, 
TEC TION XL 


Ir any town or towns ſhall neglect or refule to elect 


and ſend reprefentatives to the General Aſſembly, two 


thirds of the members of the towns, that do elect and 
ſend repreſentatives, (provided they be a majority of 
the inhabited towns of the whele State) when me”, ſhall 
nave all the powers of the General Aſſembly, as Oy: 
and amply as if the whole were preſent, 

C / O] 

Tut doors of the houſe ir which the repreſentatives 
of the freemen of this State mall fit in General Aſſem- 
bly, ſhalt be and remain open for the admiſſion of all 

erlons who behave. decenily, except oaly when the 
welizre of this "tate ny require the doors to be ſhut. 
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Tux votes and proceedings of the General Aſſembly 
ſhall be printed weekly during their ſitting, with the 
yeas and nays on any queſtion, vote or reſolution, 
where one third of the members require it, (except when 
the votes are raken by ballet) and when the yeas and 
nays are ſo taken, every member ſhall have a right to 
inſert the reaſons of his votes upon the minutes, if he 


delire it, | Os . 
n II NM 

To the end that laws before they are enacted, may 
be more maturely confidered, and tae inconveniency 
of haſty determination as much as poſlible prevented, 
all bills of public nature, ſhall be ficit laid before the 
Governor and Council io: their peruſal and propoſals 
of amendment, and ſhall be p: inted for the conſiderati- 
on of the people before they ate read in General Aſſem- 
bly for the laſt time of debate and amendment, (except 


temporary acts) which afier being laid before the Go- 
vernor and Council, may (in gale of ſudden neceflity} 
be paſſed into laws, and no other ſhall be paſſed into 


laws, until/the next ſeſſion of aſſembly. And for the 
more perfect ſatisfaction of the public, the reaſons and 
motives for making ſuch laws, ſhall be fully and clear- 
ly expreſſed and ſet forth in their preambles. 
SECT <0 MN 0 | 
Tx ſtile of the laws of this Scate- ſhall be, Be it 
ce enacted and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſenta- 
tives of the Freemen of the State of Vermont, in Ge- 
neral Aſſemblymet, andby the Authority af the ſame. 
l Mm 
In order that the freemen of this State might enjoy 
the benefit of election, as equally as may be, each town 
within this State, that conſiſts, or may conſiſt of eighty 
taxable inhabitants within one {eptenary or ſeven years 
next after the eſtabliſhing this oon ſticution, may hol 


clections therein, and chooſe each two repreſentatives, 


- 


3 © 
and each other inhabited town in this State may in liks 
Manner, chooſe each one repreſentative, to repreſent 
them 'n General Aſſembly, during the ſaid ſeptenary of 
ſeven years, and after that, each inhabited town may 
in like manner hold ſuch election, and chuſe each one 
repreſentative forever thereafter. ; | 

7 ( at | 
Tus ſupreme executive council of this State, ſhall . 
conſiſt of a Governor, Lieutenant- Governor, and twelve 
perſons, choſen in the following manner, viz, The free- 
men of each town, ſhall on the day of election for 
chooſing repreſentatives to attend the General Aﬀem- 
\ bly, bring in their votes for Governor, with his name 
fairly written, to the conſtable, who ſhall ſeal them up 
$1118 and write on them, votes for the Governor, and deliver 
It them to the repreſentative choſen to attend the General 
Aſſembly, and at the opening of the General Afembly _ 


fl there ſhall be a committee appointed out of the Council, 

"i and Aſſembly, who after being duly ſworn to the faith- - 
wu ful diſchar gef their truſt, ſhall proceed to receiye, fart . | 
| | : and count the votes for the Governor, and declare the 
Fil perſon who has the major part of the votes to be Go- _ 


vernor for the year enſuing. And if there be no choice 
made, then the Council and General Aſſembly, by 
their joint ballot ſhall make choice of a Governor. 
Tae Lieutenant. Governor and Treafurer, ſhall. be 
choſen in the manner above directed; and each free- 
Man ſhall give in twelve votes for twelve counſellors in 
the ſame manner, and the twelve higheſt in nomination 
Wall ferve for the enſuing year as CounſeTors, : 
Tur Council that ſhall act in rhe receſs of this Con- 
vention, ſhall ſupply the place of a Council for the next | 
General Aſſembly, until che new Council be declared 
choſen. The Council ſhall meet annually at the ſame 
time and place with the General Aſſembly, and every 
member of the Council ſhall be a Juſtice of the Peace 
for the whole State by virtue of his office, _.. - 
| | MD SECTION 
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Tur Governor and in his abſence the Licutenant or 
Deputy Governor, with the- Council, ſeven of who 
ihall be a quorum, ſhall have power to appoint a n. 
commiſſionate aj]. officers (except thole who are ap- 
pointed by the General Aſſembly) agreeable to this 
frame of government. and the laws that may be made 
hereafter; arid ſhall ſupply every vacancy in any office,; 

occaſioned by death, reſignation, removal or dif- 
qualification; until the office can be filled in the time 
and manner directed by law or this conſtitution. They 
are to correſpond with other States, and tranſact buſi- 

neſs with officers of government, civil and military ; 
and to prepare ſuch bufineſs as may appear to them 
neceflary to lay befgre the General Aſſembly; They 
ſhall fir as judges to hear and determine on iinpeach- 
ments, taking to their aſſiſtance fot advice only tE 


Juſtices of fupreme court; and ſhall have power cf grant 


pardons; and remit fines, in all tales Whatſqever, ex- 
cept caſes of impeachment; and in caſes of treaſon and 


murder. fhall have power to grant reprieves; but, not 


to pardon uniil the end of the next ſeſſions of afſembly 2 
but there-ſhall be no remiſſion or mitigation of puniſh- 
ment on impeachments, except by act of legiſſation. 
They are alſo to take care that the laws be aithfülly 
executed. They are to expedite the execution of ſuch 
meafures as may be reſolved upon by General Aﬀem- 
bly; and they may draw upon the Treaſurer for ſuch 


fumy as may bs appropriated by the houfe ; they may 


alſo lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of an 
commodity for any time not exceeding thirty days, in 
the receſs of the houſe only ;---they may grant ſuch li- 
cences as ſhall be di: ected by law, and ſhall have power 
fo call together the General Aſſembly when neceſfary, 
defore the day to which they ſhall ſtand . adjourned: 

he Governor ſhall be commander in chief of the for- 


des of the State, but ſhall not command in. perſon} eX- 


% cept 


% 


4 * 
cept adviſed thereto by the council, and then only as 
long as they ſhall approve thereof. The Governor and 
Council ſhall have a Secretary, and —_ fair books of 
their proceedings, wherein any Counſellor may enter 


his diſſent, with his reaſons to ſupport it. : 
5 &E C -4 0 NM _ a1... 


ALL commiſſions ſhall he inthe name of the freemen 


of the State of Vermont, ſealed with the ſtate ſeal, fign- 
ed by the Governor, and in his abſence the Lieutenant 
Governor, and atteſted by the Secretary; which ſeal 
ſhall be kept by the Council. ” 
/// 
Evrxv officer of State, whether judicial or execu- 
tive ſhall be liable to be impeached by the General Aſ- 
ſembly, either when in office, or after his reſignation, 


or removal for mal- adminiſtration: All impeachments 


Wall be before the Governor or Lieutenant Governor 


and Council, who ſhall hear and determine the ſame, 


5+ E C.T-4- 0M. AXE 
Tu ſupreme court and the ſeveral courts of common 
pleas of this State ſhall, beſides the powers uſually ex- 
erciſed by ſuch courts, have the powers of a court of 


chancery, ſo far as relates to perpetuating teſtimony--- - 


obtaining evidence from places not within this State, 
and the care of perſons and eſtates of thoſe who are on 
compotes mentis and ſuch other powers as may be found 


neceſſary by future General A ſſemblies, not inconſiſtent 


with this conſtitution. „ „„ 
T AAR: 
TRIALs ſhall be by jury; and it is recommended to 
the legiſlature of this State to provide by law againſt 
every corruption or partiality in the choice, and return, 
or appointment of juries. | 


E CAT 1:0 #. xxm. 


ALL courts ſhall-be open, and juſtice ſhall be impar- 


tially adminiſtered without corruption or unneceſſary 


delay; all their officers ſn all be paid an adequate but. 
: FD | moderate 


„ 


moderate compenſation for their ſervices; and if any 
officer ſhall take greater or other fees than the laws al- 


low him, either directly or indirectly, it ſhall ever after 


GREY him from halding | any office in this State. 
S I O N - Ka. 


ALL proſecutions ſhall commence in the name and 


by the autho ity of the freemen of the State of Vermont, 
and all indictments ſhall conclude with theſe words 
« againſt the peace and dignity of the ſame,” The 
ſtile of all proceſs aer! in this State ſhall be, The 
State of Vermont. 

S E T 1 O N xxv. 

Tax perſon of a debtor, where there is not a ſtrong 
preſumption of fraud, ſhall not be continued in pri- 
ton, after delivering up, bona fide, all his eſtate real 
and perſonal, for the uſe of his creditors, in ſuch man- 
ner as ſhall be hereafter regulated by law. All pri- 


| ſoners ' ſhall be bailable by ſufficient jecurities, un- 


leſs for capital offences, when the proof is evident or 


reſumption great. 
, S E & T- 1 o N  =uT 


ExcessI1ve bail ſhall not be exacted for bailable of- 
f-nees: And all fines ſhall be moderate. 
| S EF © TT 1 O N  - AT 

Tuar the General Aſſembly when legally formed, 


ſhall appoint times and places for county elections, 


and at times and places, the freemen in each county 
reſpectively ſhall have the | berty of chooſing the judges 


of inferior court common places, ſheriff, juſtices of the 


peace, and judges of probates commiſſioned by the 
Governor in council during good behaviour, remova- 
ble by the General Aſtembly upon proof of mal-ad- 
miniſtration. ' 
S © r 1. OW T 

THaT no perſon, ſhall be capaige of holding any 
civil office, in this ſtate, except he has acquired, and 
maintains a good more character. 
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by the General Aſſembly. 
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AL elections, whether by the people or in Gengral 
Aſſembly, ſhall be by ballot, free and voluntary; and 
any elector who ſhall receive any gift or reward for his 
Vote, in meat, drink, monies or otherwiſe, mall for- 
feit his right to elect at that time, and ſuffer ſuch other 
penalty as future laws ſhall direct. And any perſon 
who ſhall directly or indircetly, give, promiſe or beſtow 
any ſuch rewards to he elected, fall thereby be render- 


| ed incapable to ſerve for the enſuing year. 


EE CT TON XXX. 
ALL fines, licence money, fees and forfeitures, hall 
be paid according to the direction heręafter to be made 


1 0 N XXXI. 
ALL deeds and conveyances of land ſhal/ be record- 
ed in the town clerks office in their reſpective towns. 
nere XXXII. 
Tur printing preſſes ſhall be free to every perſon wha 


| v dertakes to examine the proceedings of the legiſla 


ture, o or any part of goyernment. 
. XXXIII. 

As every free man, to preſerve his independence (it 
without a ſufficient eſtate) ought to have ſome profeſ- 
I calling, trade or farm, whereby he may honeſtly 

ubſiſt, there can be no neceſſity tor, nor uſe in eſta- 
bliſhing offices of profit, the uſual effects of which are 
drrendence and ſervility, unbecoming freemen, in the, 
poſleſſors or expectants; faction, contention, corrup- 
tion and diſorder among the people. But if any man 


is called into public ſervice, to the prejudice of his pri- 


vate affairs, he has a ri bt to a reaſonable compentati- 
on - and when. ver an office, through increaſe of fees, 
or otherwiſe, becomes fo profitable as to occaſion ma- 
ny to apply for it, the 1 ought to * leſſened 1 


he le . | = 
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Tux future legiſlature of this State, ſhail regulate 
intails in ſuch manner as to prevent perpetuitics., 
| S EB ION 
| To deter more effectually from the commiſſion of 
crimes, by continued viſible puniſhment of long dura. 
tion, and to make ſanguinary puniſhments leſs nc ceſ- 
fary ; houſes ought to be provided for puniſhing by hard 
labour, th ſe who ſhall be convicted of crimes not ca- 
pital; wherein the criminal ſhall be employed for the 
benefit of the public, or for reparation of injuries done 
to private —— ; and all perſons at proper times ſhall 
be admitted to ſee the priſeners at their labour, 
8 CF I Q@ 'N EF. | 
Evexy officer, whether judicial, executive or mili- 
tary, in authority under this State, ſhall take the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation of allegiance, and general 
oath of office before he enter on the execution of his 
vihce. | j - | 
The Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance | 
* 1 — — do ſolemnly ſwear by the everliving 
Hod, (or affirm in preſence of Almighty God, that I will . 
eiue and faithful] to the State of Vermont ; and that I will. 
12t direct y or indireitly de any att or thing prejudicial or in- 


> 


"riots. to the conſtitution or government thereof as eftabliſbed: 


* 


45 Convention. . 
The Oath or Affirmation of Office. 8 
«KT — — 40 ſolemuly ſwear by the ever. living 


| God, (or affirm in preſence of Almighty God) that I will 


faithfully execute the office of for the | 

and will do equal right and juſtice to all men to 1he beſt of 

ty judgment and abilities, according to la * 

1 K © T. 1 O N JN. 
No public tax, cuſtom or contribution ſhall be im 

8 upon, or paid by the people of this State, except 

dy a law for that purpoſe; and before any law be made 


bor raiſing it, the purpoſe for which any tax is to be. 


raiked, 


g 1 

raiſed ought to appear clear to the legiflature to be of 
more ſervice to the community than the money would 
be, if not collected, which being well obterved, takes 


can never be burthens. | 


rc cCT419N ALAN 
Every foreigner of good character, who comes to 
ſettle in this State, having firſt taken an oath or affir- 
mation of allegiance to the ſame, may purchaſe, or by 
other juſt means cquire, hold and transfer land or 
other real eſtate; and after one years reſidence, ſhall 
be deemed a free deniſon thereof, and intitled to all the 


Tights of a natural born ſubject ot this State, except that 
he ſhall not be capable of being elected a repreſentative 
until after two years reſidence. | 8 


| TE Cx 10 MN ASX | 

Tn the inhabitants of this State, ſhall have liber- 
ty to hunt and fowl, in ſeaſonable times on the lands 
they hold, and on other lands (not encloſed) and in like 
manner to fiſh In all boatable and other waters not pri- 
vate property, under proper regulations to be hereatter 


made and provided by the General Aſſembly. 


EEE A -M A 
A $cnoor. or ſchools ſnall be eſtabliſhed in each town 
by the legiflature, for the convenient inſtruction of 


youth, with ſuch ſalaries to the maſters, paid by each 


town, making proper uſe of ſchool lands in each town, 
thereby to enable them to inſtruct youth at low prices: 
One grammar ſchool in each county, and one univerſity 
in this State ought to be eſtabliſned by direction of the 
General Aſſembly. . 

Sa xz CT i 0-N XLI. 


Laws for the encouragament of virtue and preventi- 


on of vice, and immorality ſhall] be made and conſtant- 


ly kept in force, and proviſion ſhall be made for their 

due execution; and all religious ſocieties or bodies of 

men that have or may be hereafter united or incorpor- 

ated for the advangement of religion and * 
| 5 ag 
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for other pious and charitable purpoſes, ſhall be encog< 


raged and protected in the enjoyment of the privileges, 
immunities and eſtates which they in Juſtice. ought to 


enjoy under ſuch regulations, as the General Aſſembly 
of this State ſhall direct. D 


SE © T 1.00 0 az 
ALL field and taff officers, and commiſſioned officers 


of the army, and all general officers. of the militia, 
+ ſhall be choſen by the General Aſſembly. | 


G T 1 © N -bk 6 
Tux declaration of rights is hereby declared to be a 


part of the Conſtitution of this State, and ought never 


to be violated on any pretence whatſoever. 
SHE CT 1 O0- MN: a 
In order that the freedom of this Common- wealth 
may be preſerved inviolate forever, there ſhall be choſen 


by ballot by the freemen of this State on the laſt Wed- 


neſday in March, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and eighty five, on the laſt Wedneſday in March, 
in every ſeven years thereafter, thirteen perſons who 
ſhall be choſen in the ſame manner the coun is choſen, . 


except they ſhall not be out of the Coun . or General 


Aſſembly, to be called the Council o. Cenſors; who 
 fhall meet together on the firſt Wedneſday of June next 


enſuing their election, the majority of whom ſhall be a 


quorum in every Caſe, except as to calling a Conventi- 
on, in which two thirds of the whole number elected 


ſhall agree ; and whole duty it ſhall be to enquire whe- 
ther the conſtitution has been preſerved inviolate in 
every part; and whether the legiſlative and ex? cutiye 


branches of government have performed their duty as 


guardians of the people; or aſſumed to themſelves o 


exerciſed other or greater powers thn they are ertitled 


to by the conſtitution. They. are alſo to enquire he- 
ther the public taxes have been juſtly laid and collect- 
ed in all parts of this Common- wealth in what man- 
ner the public monies have been diſpoſed of, and whe- 


ther 
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chet the laws have been duly executed. For theſe pdf: 
' Poſes they ſhall have power to ſend for perſons, papers 


and records ; they ſhall have authority to paſs public 


cenſu-es --to order mpeachments, and to recommend 


to the legiflature the repealing ſuch laws as appear to 
them to have bren enacted contrary to the principles of 


the conſtirution : Theſe powers they ſhall continue to 


have, tor and during the ſpace of one year from the 


day of their election, and no longer. The ſaid Council 
of Cenſors ſhall alſo have powe to call a Convention; 


to meet within two years after their fitting, if there ap- 
pears to them an abſolute neceſſity of amending any ar- 


ticle of this confticution which may be defective---ex- . - 


plaining ſuch as may be thought not clearly expreſſed. 


and of adding ſuch as are neceſfary for the preſervation 


of the rights and happineſs of the people : But the ar- 
ticles to be amended, and the amendments pfopoſed and 


fuch articles as are propoſed to be added or abolifhed; 
ſhall be promulgated at leaft fix months before the day, 
appointed for the election of fuch convention, for the 
* e conſideration of the people, that they may 

ive an opportunity of inſtructing their delegates o 


the ſubject. 
r H. E E N P. 
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